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res zlution, against naming names when we reallv have little
or no understanding of what goes 1nto that orice 1ncz e~se.
If the cost of f'uel to Northern who is a histri~uto r oes
up as it has done, not Just with 'Iorthezn, but w1th all
gas companies, how in the name ot' sin can we exoe"t the
to absorb the kind of increases you are talkinm about.
How can we expect them in the face of our f1ne voverneen~
inflation to finance the operation of that comoanv,to nav
their increasing taxes, to pay their increasing cos . o"
employment and hold the line singlehandedlv on the cost
of gas. Now I concur very heart1lv with Senator 'enditte's
resolution. I would be happy to endorse it in senzfinv it
tO WaahingtOn tC Where it prOOerly belOnpS, if the creS!d n.
is back. I am not sure. Rut to tee of'f' on a local cnmoan •
that is one of the more stabze factors of 'letraska's ecoro. z
to me seems in exceptionally bad taste and actuallv an
ez ror in Judgment. If anv of you who have simed that
pet1tion will sit down with me, show me t'h e incremental
costs that go into the cost of vas at this ooint 1n the
pipel1ne from production right on through, then I woul< he
most haopy to remove my obJection to mentioning xforthe»n
but I uo believe that we are painting the vrnn~ fence hla"%
We are call1ng a naxe to a companv that most cez tainl z does
not deserve it, that 1s caught in th1s problem that all o"
Washington despite my President's promise that this would
be one of the first things that he would accomplish, st!II
in Washington noth1ng has happened and we are moins to tee
off on a local corooration and I think 1t would be most
unfoztunate to do so. I would ask that Senator "endit+e
and his people agree to reframing the wording o~ that
resolution and el1m1nating Northern "Iatuz'al. " 'hey are n"t
an enemy. '.'hey are a friend and a suooorter th r ou' t ax ~a
of our state government.

PRESIDENT: Senato r K o ch .

SENATOR KOCH: Nr. Pres1dent and members of the body,
seldom do I concur with Senator Nurphy on certain kinds o"
issues. As Senator Venditte is concerned with the . act
that I d1d not sign this resolution, but f' or the same
reason that Senator murphy Just stated, that is the reason
I didn't sign it. fforthern Natural Gas noes throuzh a
rigorous type of hearing by the Federal Power Comz 1ssion
or the new Energy Commi.ssion fcr the rates wh1ch they a
established or g1ven for the purpose of their oroduct. !
believe this resolution is like many that we snend time
with on this floor. It 1s shallow. It ind1cts the wronw
people, and in tne end, it is worthless. Sendinz Conz ress
a resolution, or whoever it might be, from this bodv is
like going off hunting with a flyswatter. ' Iorther n ' !atura l
Gas is unfairly picked upon in this resolution. ~her
in turn buv their resource from someone else, and ie vou
want to get to the genesis of 1t, then you had better '.o
additional research and find out who thev all ar . that
aze involved in the business of' increasinv costs o~ ener-:v.
I will not support this resolution, when we, I think, with
carelessness pick on one corporation who probatlv has v.r.
little control over it in terms of rates, increases an"
the scarcity of a valuable resource.

PRESIDEN : Se n a t o r C hambers .

SENATOR CHAI&ERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the Eez ls
lature, I can understand what Senator Koch and Senator wurohv


